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The 11th annual Plein Air West Reading (PAWR) will showcase the artwork of 30 juried artists 
competing for $6000+ in awards. All work must be created primarily en plein air, on location. 
 
To be considered for the competition, submit jpgs of three pieces completed en plein air during 
the last three years. Artists will be selected by juror Lon Brauer from all qualifying entries 
received between Jan. 1 and March 1, 2026. Guidelines and submission form are available at 
www.artplusgallerypa.com. 
 
Artists can check in as early as Saturday, 6/13, 9:00am. Additional sign-in options and surface 
stamping will be available every day through Thursday, 6/18. Label information must be 
entered by 6:00pm on Thursday, and intake will be on the morning of Friday, 6/19. Each artist 
will hang their own work on an assigned 4 x 7’ fabric panel. The awards will be presented Friday 
evening at the Patrons Preview. On Saturday, the exhibit will be rehung outdoors, in a large 
tent, as the keystone exhibit of Art on the Avenue, the area’s popular art & craft street festival 
that typically draws tens of thousands of visitors. 
 

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE (Details are in the following pages) 
June 13+: Check in, surfaces stamped. Artists will also be invited to hang a previously 
done plein piece in Art Plus Gallery’s featured exhibit through the end of the month 
June 15: Quick Draw  
June 15: Artist/Sponsor Welcome Party  
June 19: Patrons Preview & Awards 
June 20: Art on the Avenue 
 

http://www.artplusgallerypa.com/


AWARDS 
 

Plein Air West Reading is produced by Art 
Plus Gallery and the Berks Art Alliance, with 

the support of the West Reading 
Community Revitalization Foundation and 
generous sponsors who will be recognized 

in the March 2026 update of this 
prospectus and throughout the event.  

 
TRADITIONAL AWARDS 

• First Place, Best West Reading: $1000. Sponsored by the West Reading Community 
Revitalization Foundation  

• First Place, Best Berks County: $1000. Sponsored by the Berks Art Alliance 
• Second Place: $700 
• Third Place: $400  
• Honorable Mentions (2): $200  
• Artists’ Choice Award: $100 gift card  
• People Choice Award: $100 gift card  

 
SPONSORED AWARDS 

Additionally, there will be several $500 sponsor-themed awards for artists choosing to paint 
specific subjects/locations. These will be detailed in the March update of the Prospectus. To 
give you an idea of the possibilities, these were the sponsor-themed awards for last year’s 
event: 

• Berks History Center Award: Any of 5 designated historical sites/ Sponsored by the Berks 
Historical Society. 

• Garden Arty Award: Any cultivated garden. Sponsored by Linda & Jim Elliott 
• Estate of the Art Award: Any of 3 magnificent properties. Sponsored by Lisa Tiger, 

Century 21 Gold 
• Village Main Street: A main street of any village or small town in Berks County. 

Sponsored by Shelby Davis Hutchison & Sherry Davis  
• Berks Waterways within the Schuylkill River watershed. Sponsored by the Schuylkill 

River Greenways Organization 
 

QUICK DRAW 
1st, 2nd & 3rd Place Awards in a Student category (Elementary through college) as well as an 
Adult category. Specifics on the location, schedule and awards will be included in the March 
update of the Prospectus.  
 



EVENT JUROR: Lon Brauer 

 
Lon Brauer is an award-winning American artist known for his work in figure and plein air 
landscape.  Born in 1955 and coming of age in the seventies, he has roots in the abstract 
expressionist movement. Although a representational artist, he steers clear of the overtly 
literal. His work is a mix of the abstract and representational, bringing an expressionistic use of 
paint and materials to create images that challenge the viewer with new perspectives. 

“I came out of school a painter, but life took me in a different direction,” he explains. “I found 
myself in the world of studio photography to make a living. Not my plan, but in the end, it has 
defined me, and my vision, and I’m grateful for the journey. For 30 years I lived and breathed 
photography, advertising, and graphic design. All disciplines of the commercial world of print 
media. We are the sum of our experiences and mine were all about telling stories through shape, 
color, and design for the printed page. 

Now as a painter, I draw upon this same esthetic, never forgetting that I am working with a two-
dimensional surface. A painting is made with marks on a canvas. An abstraction. In my work I 
strive for new and fresh ways to bring life to old ideas. Always tell the story with fresh eyes. 
Utilizing photography and photo tropes I bridge the gap between traditional painting and 
graphic imagery. I want to do more than just record what is in front of me. I want to make a 
story. There are no rules. An adventure yet to be determined.” 

Lon shows his work nationally. Lon Brauer is a major player on the plein air circuit, having 
garnered top prizes in many of the major events. His studio work is shown in major galleries 
throughout the country. He presents numerous workshops on painting techniques as well as 
online demos and interviews, including a February 2025 Plein Air Podcast with Eric Roads 
(Episode 11). He lives and works with his partner, quillwork artist Djuana Tucker, and owns Lon 
Brauer Studios in Granite City, Illinois. 
 
Learn more about Lon at www.Lonbrauer.com 
 

http://www.lonbrauer.com/


 

GETTING TO KNOW AND PAINT BERKS COUNTY, PA 
From an artist’s perspective, Berks County is uniquely multi-faceted. You can find some of 
practically anything here: bustling urban areas, rolling Amish farmlands. Waterways, forests, 
parks and valleys of inspiring natural splendor. Beautifully preserved historical structures, 
vestiges of a national industrial powerhouse.  

As a resource for visiting artists, Art Plus Gallery has compiled a Google Map-based guide to 
many places favored by local artists, organized by some of the aforementioned categories. 

For a downloadable copy and link visit www.artplusgallerypa.com. 
 
 
 

 

THE PLEIN AIR PAINTER’S 
GUIDE TO BERKS COUNTY 

        

 

http://www.artplusgallerypa.com/


 

RULES 
30 artists will be chosen for this year’s competition. Only work completed on validated surfaces 
between Saturday, June 13 and Friday, June 19, 2026 will be considered for judging.  

1. Check-in: Canvases and other surfaces must be stamped at check-in. The backs of 
hardboard should be gessoed or otherwise have a white area for stamping. Alternate 
validation will be allowed for watercolors. You may have stamped as many surfaces as you 
anticipate using. If needed, additional surfaces may be stamped throughout the week at Art 
Plus Gallery, which opens at noon on weekdays Artwork submitted on an unstamped 
surface will not be accepted at intake.  

2. Subject Matter: Subjects may include landscapes, wildlife, streetscapes, architecture, 
people etc. in any outdoor setting in, or seen from, Berks County, Pennsylvania. No indoor 
subjects. All work must be original and be created primarily on location. PAWR organizers 
reserve the right to not display work that is not produced within these guidelines or that is 
otherwise deemed inappropriate.  

3. Media: Any medium used to create 2-D art (oils, acrylics, watercolors, pencil, pastel, 
charcoal, fabric etc.) is acceptable. Variances may be allowed with the permission of the 
event organizers.  

4. Submission Specs: There are no size limitations other than the requirement that all of your 
entries must fit on one panel that is 4’W x 7’H. Artwork should be framed and wired, with 
your name and title clearly visible on the back. Gallery-wrapped canvases (at least 1” deep) 
will be accepted if the edges are finished and dry–i.e. acrylics are okay, wet oil paints are 
not.  

5. Intake will be Friday, June 19 from 9:00am to noon at the Olympian Ballroom at 603 Penn 
Avenue, across the street from Art Plus Gallery. Each submission must be delivered framed, 
securely wired, labeled and ready to hang. The backs of surfaces will be checked for stamps. 

6. Labeling: You are encouraged to enter label information in our updated online system as 
you complete each piece. All label information must be submitted by 6:00pm on Thursday, 
6/18. Your labels will be waiting for you at intake on Friday morning, which opens at 9:00. 
You will select which pieces to hang in your designated space. You will not be required to 
hang all pieces for which you submit label information. All hanging must be completed by 
noon.  

7. Framing: All 2-D work entered must be submitted framed, wired and presented with a 
professional appearance with a label including the title and artist’s name affixed to the 
back. Gallery-wrapped (and wired) canvases with DRY finished edges are also permissible. 
Work that is submitted with an unfinished or unprofessional appearance may be 
disqualified from the exhibition.  

8. Hanging & Awards: Once your entries have been checked, you will hang your own work on a 
designated panel. A volunteer will guide you and your work to your designated panel, the 
location of which will have been selected by random drawing. Hanging hooks will be 



provided—no nails permitted. You will tape your label to a back edge of your frame so it is 
visible from the front. All artwork hanging will be eligible for the traditional awards. You will 
also be given a sheet of color-coded dots (one of each color) and allowed to designate one 
painting for each of the sponsor-themed awards. The exhibit area will close at noon for 
judging. The Patrons Preview in the theater will open to artists and invitees at 6:00pm. The 
award ribbons will be hung on the winning pieces, and brief welcome remarks will begin at 
6:45, followed by Lon Brauer’s explanation of his choices.  

9. Sales & Commissions: All artwork exhibited must be offered for sale. A commission of thirty 
percent (30%) will be retained for each piece sold during Friday’s Patron Preview Party, 
Saturday’s Art on the Avenue and during the extended exhibition. Work that is not sold at 
that time, but that is sold within 30 days to a contact made at the event, will also be subject 
to the 30% commission. (We’re on the honor system here.)  

 

NEW FOR 2026: 

“MEET THE ARTISTS” FEATURED EXHIBIT 
Accepted artists will be invited to display a previously done plein air painting, along with a bio 
sheet, in the featured exhibit space at Art Plus Gallery June 13-28. Several weeks prior you’ll 
receive image and label guidelines for your submission. Your hook will be reserved so you can 
drop off your artwork when you check in anytime from Saturday till Tuesday.   

Your artwork may be displayed NFS or offered for sale. In the latter case, sales will be subject to 
a 30% commission. With the buyers’ permission, sold pieces will be red-dotted and remain on 
display through the event week. Unsold pieces can be picked up Saturday or Sunday, or remain 
in the exhibit through the end of the month. 

 

SCHEDULE 
More details will be provided at check-in. 

Around March 15: Artists will be emailed as to whether or not they have been selected by the 
juror to participate in the competition. Acceptance will be required by Monday, March 23. 
Within the following two weeks, participating artists will receive the updated Prospectus along 
with more details on the schedule. 

Sat., 6/13: First day artists may check in. Check-in will be at Art Plus Gallery, 604 Penn Avenue, 
West Reading, PA 19611, beginning at 9:00AM. Artists may also check in Sunday, 11am-4pm; 
Monday at the Quick Draw tent at the nearby Reading Public Museum; or Tuesday noon-
5:00pm at Art Plus. You may have all of your surfaces stamped at that time. Details will be 



included in your welcome pack. You’ll also drop off your artwork for the “Meet the Artists” 
exhibit. 

Paint anywhere in Berks County all week. If you need additional surfaces stamped, you can 
have this done at Art Plus Gallery noon-5:00 on Tuesday, or noon-7:00pm Wednesday or 
Thursday. Hold all of your completed artwork for Friday intake.  

Mon, 6/15: A Quick Draw will be held midday (times TBA), and that evening there will be an 
Artist/Sponsor Mingle. Details will be provided at check-in.  

Thurs., 6/18: We recommend that you enter label information as work is completed. The 
deadline for all labels is 6:00pm Thursday. (See details in the preceding Rules, #6.) 

Friday: 6/19: Intake at the Olympian Ballroom, 603 Penn Ave. will be 9:00-noon. You’ll hang 
your own art with provided pins and hooks on a 4 x 7’ panel. The preview will open at 6:00, 
with ribbons hung. At 6:45 the juror will share his thoughts on each of the winning entries as he 
presents certificates to the artists. 

Saturday, 6/20: The exhibit will be rehung directly in front of the ballroom, in a large exhibit 
tent, as the centerpiece of Art on the Avenue. This popular street festival will open to the public 
at 11:00AM. Artists are encouraged (but not required) to help staff the booth along with Art 
Plus Gallery members and volunteers. Artists may sign up for co-hosting at check in.  

Throughout the day, visitors to the exhibit (there likely will be 1000+) will be invited to vote for 
their favorite piece. The People’s Choice Award voting will close at 5:30pm, and the winner 
announced at 6:00pm.  

Artists are also invited to apply for their own tent at Art on the Avenue. You must bring your 
own canopy, panels and hanging materials, and staff your booth yourself. 

At 7:00pm artists will take their unsold pieces. 

EXTENDED EXHIBIT: ONLINE ONLY 

Unless you specify otherwise at intake, your remaining pieces from the PAWR competition will 
remain in www.artplusgallerypa.com’s online gallery through July. While the artwork can be 
purchased through the website, artists in this extended exhibit will be responsible for 
fulfillment. Three likely scenarios: 

1. Your art is purchased online and the customer wishes to pick it up at the gallery. You will 
be responsible for delivering it to the gallery, and absorbing any shipping costs involved. 
The gallery commission will be 30%. 

http://www.artplusgallerypa.com/


2. The customer pays for online and wishes it shipped directly to them. Their contact 
information will be provided, and you can bill them separately and directly for the 
shipping. The gallery commission will be 30%. 

3. The customer wishes to see the artwork firsthand before deciding. We will provide the 
contact information for you to arrange that presentation, and the transaction will go 
through you. The gallery commission would be reduced to 15%. 

 

HOST HOUSING & HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

All artists who requested housing with local residents have been matched with their hosts. 
Please coordinate details directly with them.  
 
HOTEL SPECIAL: Once again, Homewood Suites has put together a special package for the 
artists of Plein Air West Reading. They’ve reserved us a block of 6 rooms at $139/night plus 
taxes, significant savings over their normal rates up to $172/night. The suite deal includes: 

• Choice of king bed or two queen beds 
• Complimentary full equipped kitchen  
• Complimentary Wi-Fi 
• Complimentary use of exercise facilities 
• Complimentary business center 
• Outdoor Pool 

Reservation Procedure: Make your reservations directly with Homewood Suite, 2801 
Papermill Rd. Wyomissing, PA 19610. 610-736-2082. The Cut-off Date for accepting 
reservations into this room block is 5/14/25. Reservation requests received after 5:00 PM 
local time at the Hotel on the Cut-off Date will be accepted on a space and rate availability 
basis. The hotel reserves the right to release for general sale any unused portion of the 
room block. 
  
Legal stuff: Individual Call-in reservations must be guaranteed by a valid major credit card, 
which will be supplied at the time of reservation. Reservations must be cancelled by 48 
hours prior to arrival to avoid a penalty of one (1) night stay plus taxes. If the reservation is 
no longer required and is not cancelled prior to this time, the reservation will be released 
and subsequent room and tax charges will be billed to the credit card on file. Guests must 
provide valid credit card and ID upon check in. 

 
DISCLAIMER 
Reasonable care and caution will be taken with all submissions, but Art Plus Gallery and event 
volunteers are not responsible for the loss of or damage to any artwork. We do have insurance, 
but be aware that the deductible is $500. 


