Plein Air

West Reading
2026

OPEN CATEGORY

June 14-19, 2026

Dear Atrtist,

In addition to showcasing the artwork of 30 juried artists, the 11th annual Plein Air West Reading
(PAWR) invited 25 more artists to create and exhibit during the week of June 14-19, 2026 in a
separate Open Category competition. Congratulations on being part of the inaugural roster!

A reminder that the artists in the Open Category will follow most of the same creative guidelines
as the juried artists. You will have 4 days to make brand new art on your own, creating en plein
air anywhere in Berks County PA. Each of you are invited to display, for judging and sale, up to
two pieces in a separate exhibit area during the invitation-only Patrons Preview and Awards
Presentation at the Olympian Ballroom on the evening of Friday, June 19. This is one
distinguished art show with two distinct divisions!

Each Open Artist will be given panel space for two paintings, and will be judged by juror Lon
Brauer for a separate prize pool of cash and product awards. You will also be given four tickets
to the Patrons Preview & Awards Presentation, and be eligible to participate in the 6/15 Quick
Draw for additional prizes with no additional fee.

Best Wishes for a wonderful week of art making,

Jesse Prentiss

Co-Director PAWR

Please contact me for anything, texting will be best that busy week: 616-443-9361



SCHEDULE

June 14: First day artists may check in. Check-in will be at Art Plus Gallery, 604 Penn Avenue,
West Reading, PA 19611, beginning at 11:00AM. Artists may also check in Monday at the Quick
Draw tent at the nearby Reading Public Museum; or Tuesday noon-5:00pm at Art Plus. You may
have all of your surfaces stamped at that time. Details on this as well as entering your label
information will be included in your welcome pack.

Paint anywhere in Berks County, hold all of your completed artwork for Thursday intake.

June 15: The Quick Draw at Reading Public Museum, 9am-2:30pm.

June 17: We recommend that you enter label information as work is completed. The deadline
for all labels is 6:00pm Wednesday. (See details in the preceding Rules, #6.)

June 18: Intake at the Olympian Ballroom, 603 Penn Ave. will be noon-3pm.

June 19: Patrons Preview & Awards Presentation. The doors will open at 6:00, with ribbons
hung. At 6:45 the juror will share his thoughts on each of the winning entries as he presents
certificates to the artists. Unsold work will be taken by the artists at 8:00pm.

OPEN CATEGORY PRIZES

First: $300 + U.Go Plein Air Medium Pochade Kit
Second: $200
Third: $100
Honorable Mention: $100

QUICK DRAW

- 8:00-10:00am: Register at the Terrace Tent across from the museum’s main entrance
- All artists must bring their own art supplies

- 10:00am-noon: Do a painting or drawing of anything in Reading Public Museum Park
- Noon-12:30: Bring your art to the Terrace Tent across from the museum entrance

- 1:00 Awards Presentation to winners in Student and Adult categories

- The exhibit will remain up until 2:30pm.

- Artwork may be offered for sale at the artists’discretion, only art for sale will be eligible
for prizes

- Sales will be subject to a 30% commission

- At 2:30pm, must take all unsold work. Organizers will not be responsible after 2:40

Quick Draw Adult Category Prizes:
- “BEST ON THE DRAW” AWARD: U.Go Anywhere Plein Air Pochade Box, Medium
(All entries in both adult and student categories will be considered for this award)
- First - $100, Second - $75, Third - $50, Honorable Mention - $25



EVENT JUROR: Lon Brauer

Lon Brauer is an award-winning American artist known for his work in figure and plein air
landscape. Born in 1955 and coming of age in the seventies, he has roots in the abstract
expressionist movement. Although a representational artist, he steers clear of the overtly literal.
His work is a mix of the abstract and representational, bringing an expressionistic use of paint
and materials to create images that challenge the viewer with new perspectives.

“l came out of school a painter, but life took me in a different direction,” he explains. “I found
myself in the world of studio photography to make a living. Not my plan, but in the end, it has
defined me, and my vision, and I'm grateful for the journey. For 30 years | lived and breathed
photography, advertising, and graphic design. All disciplines of the commercial world of print
media. We are the sum of our experiences and mine were all about telling stories through
shape, color, and design for the printed page.

Now as a painter, | draw upon this same esthetic, never forgetting that | am working with a
two-dimensional surface. A painting is made with marks on a canvas. An abstraction. In my
work | strive for new and fresh ways to bring life to old ideas. Always tell the story with fresh
eyes. Utilizing photography and photo tropes I bridge the gap between traditional painting and
graphic imagery. | want to do more than just record what is in front of me. | want to make a story.
There are no rules. An adventure yet to be determined.”

Lon shows his work nationally. Lon Brauer is a major player on the plein air circuit, having
garnered top prizes in many of the major events. His studio work is shown in major galleries
throughout the country. He presents numerous workshops on painting techniques as well as
online demos and interviews, including a February 2025 Plein Air Podcast with Eric Roads
(Episode 11). He lives and works with his partner, quillwork artist Djuana Tucker, and owns Lon
Brauer Studios in Granite City, lllinois.

Learn more about Lon at www.Lonbrauer.com

GET TO KNOW & PAINT BERKS COUNTY, PA

From an artist’s perspective, Berks County is uniquely multi-faceted. You can find some of
practically anything here: bustling urban areas, rolling Amish farmlands. Waterways, forests,
parks and valleys of inspiring natural splendor. Beautifully preserved historical structures,
vestiges of a national industrial powerhouse.

As a resource for visiting artists, Art Plus Gallery has compiled a Google Map-based guide to
many places favored by local artists, organized by some of the aforementioned categories.
For a downloadable copy and link visit www.artplusgallerypa.com. The 2026 edition will be
available by May 16, 2026.


http://www.lonbrauer.com
http://www.artplusgallerypa.com

RULES

1. Check-in: Sunday, June 14, 11am-4pm, at Art Plus Gallery, 604 Penn Ave., West
Reading. Canvases and other surfaces will be stamped at check-in. The backs of hardboard
should be gessoed or otherwise have a white area for stamping. Alternate validation will be
allowed for watercolors. You may have stamped as many surfaces as you anticipate using. If
needed, additional surfaces may be stamped throughout the week at Art Plus Gallery, which
opens at noon on weekdays. Artwork submitted on an unstamped surface will not be
accepted at intake.

2. Subject Matter: Subjects may include landscapes, wildlife, streetscapes, architecture,
people etc. in any outdoor setting in, or seen from, Berks County, Pennsylvania. No indoor
subjects. All work must be original and be created primarily on location (not from
photographs). PAWR organizers reserve the right to not display work that is not produced
within these guidelines or that is otherwise deemed inappropriate.

3. Media: Any medium used to create 2-D art (oils, acrylics, watercolors, pencil, pastel,
charcoal, fabric etc.) is acceptable. Variances may be allowed with the permission of the
event organizers.

4. Submission Specs: Up to two pieces from each artist will be hung on a panel with the
artist's name on a header. Maximum width is 16” INCLUDING frame. Frame height may
be up to 24”.

5. Intake will be Thursday, June 18, from noon-3pm at the Olympian Ballroom at 603 Penn
Avenue, across the street from Art Plus Gallery. Each submission must be delivered framed,
securely wired, labeled and ready to hang. Backs of surfaces will be checked for stamps.

6. Labeling: Enter label information in our updated online system as you complete each
piece. All label information must be submitted by 6:00pm on Wednesday, 6/17.

7. Framing: All 2-D artwork entered must be submitted framed, wired and presented with a
professional appearance with a label including the title and artist's name affixed to the back.
Gallery-wrapped (and wired) canvases with DRY finished edges are also permissible. Work
that is submitted with an unfinished or unprofessional appearance may be disqualified from
the exhibition.

8. The Patrons Preview in the theater will open to artists and invitees at 6:00pm. The award
ribbons will be hung on the winning pieces, and brief welcome remarks will begin at 6:45,
followed by Lon Brauer’s presentation of the awards and explanation of his choices.

9. Sales & Commissions: All artwork exhibited must be offered for sale. A commission of
thirty percent (30%) will be retained for each piece sold during Friday’s Patron Preview.
Work that is not sold at that time, but that is sold within 30 days to a contact made at the
event, will also be subject to the 30% commission. (We're on the honor system here.)

DISCLAIMER-

Reasonable care and caution will be taken with all submissions, but Art Plus Gallery and event volunteers
are not responsible for the loss of or damage to any artwork. We do have insurance, but be aware that
the deductible is $500.



